






COST mission summarises the core business of COST and its rationale.





Main figures underlining and resulting from COST activities



The three priorities of COST
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1st priority: promoting and spreading excellence globally



2nd priority is interdisciplinarity that results from the bottom-up and open 
nature of the COST Actions. 



3rd priority is empowering young researchers. The graphs show the overall 
participation in COST Actions by age group.
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A COST Action starts with an idea that is presented in a proposal. The 
proposing team is lead by the main proposer and composed of secondary 
proposers. Minimum 7 COST Full Members. NNCs can be in the proposing 
team as secondary proposers as addition to the minimum 7 Full COST 
Members.

COST Actions are: 

‐ Open and Expandable 

COST Actions are open to any type of participation regarding type of 

institutions (public, private), career levels (young and old), countries

(the whole world can participate) at any time (not necessary to be 

part of the proposal). 

‐ Bottom‐up

We do not define research topic. Any proposal is possible. It is 

completely researcher‐driven. The Action can deal with 1 topic, or 

handle different topics. 

‐ Flexible and light

Adaptable research and activities. The management of the Action 

defines the priorities, nothing is set in stone. The reporting is light, 

and we try to keep our rules as simply as possible. 



‐ Output and impact oriented

We stimulate the wide sharing of knowledge through several 

dissemination activities, principles of Open Science, Open Access and 

Open Innovation are stimulated.
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• A network of researchers, engineers and scholars with nationally funded 
research (Build a community

Build a new collective identity)

• Collaborating in S&T fields of common interest  MOU

• From at least seven COST Full Members / Expandable to new participants 
/ Currently average number of parties: 27

• Engage in research coordination and capacity building

• Average on the running Actions

10% success rate
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• COST Actions are bottom‐up science and technology networks, open to 
researchers and stakeholders. 

• They are active through a range of networking tools , such as workshops, 
conferences, training schools, short‐term scientific missions (STSMs), and 
dissemination activities.

• COST does not fund research itself.

• Around 230 COST Actions are currently ongoing.

Researcher‐driven

In terms of proposed topics, objectives and work organisation; researchers choose 
their own topics; all decision are entrusted to the Action’s Management Committees

Open and Inclusive

Open to all researchers, engineers and scholars, irrespective of gender, field or 
career stage. Actions can expand, as researchers from new countries can join in 
during the first three years

Multi‐ and interdisciplinary

Building, bridging and expanding multi‐ and interdisciplinary science and technology 
research communities.
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Content

SESA procedure

New Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval (SESA) procedure
follows the subsequent phases:

Submission: by a Main Proposer on behalf of a network of proposers

Evaluation:

External Remote Evaluation by Individual External Experts

Revision and Quality Check by Ad hoc Review
Panels

Selection: COST Scientific Committee (SC)

Approval: COST Committee of Senior Officials (CSO)

Evaluation step

3 Independent External Experts
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COST Expert data base

Fields and sub-fields of Science and Technology and, if needed, Key
Words

Validated by Scientific Committee

Remote peer-review evaluation

Remote consensus shall be sought between the independent External
Experts

The consensus shall not be imposed; independent External Experts may
maintain their views on the proposal

Eventual differences in opinion of the experts resulting in a non-consensual
decision will be handled and arbitrated by the Review Panel

Eligibility

coordinated by a main proposer in a COST Full or Cooperating Member state

represent a network of proposers from at least 7 COST Full/Cooperating
Member states (min. ITC)

anonymous: no reference to the participants in the network of proposers

peaceful purposes

respect the word or page limits

written in English














